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Final Report: Twin Lakes K551 Strata Restoration 
 

Introduction 
In 2018, Twin Lakes flooded and impacted the surrounding properties including Strata K551. 
Emergency services brought in 220 truckloads of gravel and rock to protect 9 homes from 
flooding. The flooding and the flood prevention work left the land degraded and devoid of 
desired vegetation, since then, the shoreline has remained degraded.  
 
The goal of this project was to restore the riparian area and bring nature back to the Twin Lakes 
Strata K551 site. Using results of the Love Your Lakes 2020 shoreline property report, and with 
funding from the Love Your Lakes Microgrant, the Strata was able to begin the process of 
restoring the shoreline. A restoration plan was designed to restore the entire 125m shoreline of 
the Strata site (see appendix), the section completed during this project will act as a pilot site 
for the rest of the project and show other property owners how they can naturalize their own 
sections of shoreline. 

 

Strata site prior to restoration.  
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Activities 
The microgrant funding was put towards the purchasing of 60 native shrubs, perennials and 
trees to be planted along the degraded shoreline and within the riparian area. The planting 
took place on October 13, 2021. Members from the strata came out to assist with the planting, 
and several neighbours stopped by to see the restoration project underway. 

The Strata worked collaboratively with a local nursery to select plants that would be most 
suitable for the location. Native plants such as Common Snowberry, Woods Rose, Yarrow, and 
Goldenrod were chosen for the upland area as they are drought tolerant and will support 
native pollinators and increase biodiversity of the riparian area. 
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Willow, Birch and Aspen trees were planted along the fence line, in addition to the existing 
Cottonwood which will provide shady areas for the newly planted shrubs and create habitat for 
many birds that are known to use the area. 

Shrubs such as Red-osier Dogwood, Bebb’s Willow, and Smooth Sumac were planted close to 
the shore to help stabilize the bank and provide filtration for runoff throughout the seasons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outcomes 

With 60 new plants in the ground, a riparian buffer will establish and help to stabilize the 
shoreline, reduce erosion and protect the water quality by filtering runoff into Twin Lakes. 
Riparian vegetation will decrease the risk of flood damage and add shady habitat to support fish 
and wildlife. The various native species planted will increase the site biodiversity and support 
habitat for birds, reptiles and pollinators, as well as improve the quality and visual appeal of the 
shoreline for the various homeowners along the lakefront. All of the new plants were fenced 
with deer fencing to promote growth into the spring. Two of the permanent Strata residents 
will monitor the site to ensure fencing remains in place and will replace any damaged fence.  
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The goal of this project was to create a reference site for the surrounding properties of Twin 
Lakes to show how improvements can be made that will benefit both the health of the lake and 
fulfil the wishes of the homeowners. Many properties were affected by the flooding and we 
hope the outcome of this project will inspire the broader community of Twin Lakes to take 
action to support the health of the watershed and increase biodiversity. After seeing the 
success of the pilot project funded by the microgrant, the Strata has since applied for further 
funding to complete the remaining section of the initial design plan in 2022.  
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Testimonial from Pamela Mann – member of the KAS551 Strata:  

The nine home owners on our strata appreciate the dedication of the people who allowed us to 
receive this grant. 

Thank you for funding the jump start of our project. Our plan is to invite nature back to our 
strata with Native Plants for food and protection, and you have helped us to do this. 

Thank you! 

 


